
As I write this, it is the first official day of summer and as typical it’s hot and 
dry for the season. I am told we received 1/10 of an inch of rain yesterday.  
We will take what we can get!  At least it is not the deluge to recently hit the 
Yellowstone area.   

I hope you had a good and safe Independence Day.  Regardless of all the 
“stuff” the media focuses on, we still live in the greatest country and enjoy 
the freedoms that so many have defended for us!  Let us not forget the histo-
ry behind the celebration of Independence Day! 

Recently Governor Gordon provided the below commentary that I think is 
very appropriate and on-point.  This month I provide this article to replace 
the usual articles from Rhonda and myself. I hope you find this as on the 
mark as I did. 

As always, if you have any questions, please give us a call.  It is truly a 
pleasure to serve the wonderful of Wheatland REA!  

OPINION from Governor Gordon:  The Energy Crisis of Tomorrow Can Be Averted Today 

After 15 months of ignoring a court order, the Biden Administration recently announced the long-overdue 
resumption of federal oil and gas lease sales – at a greatly reduced scale. With the available acreage signif-
icantly cut back and royalty rates hiked, it’s hard to see the move as anything other than a grand gesture to 
appease the critics who want more energy security and those who want fewer fossil fuels. A grand, but 
empty gesture that will offer few actual solutions to building up our domestic energy reserves, leaving us 
continually vulnerable to foreign suppliers – particularly our adversaries. 

But for a moment, let’s forget about that. The energy crisis of tomorrow is already pacing in the wings of 
today and it is even more vital for us to get ahead. The stage has already been set. It’s the same old play, 
but this time featuring some new players. China with its critical minerals is in a starring role, with Russia 
and its uranium as the supporting actor.  Right now, the United States is an extra in the background, but if 
we play it right, we can change that.  

Reaching net-zero emissions globally by 2050 will require the United States to double-down on carbon 
capture and clean energy technologies that cannot exist without critical and rare earth elements (REEs). 
According to a report released last year by the International Energy Agency, a vehicle that runs on elec-
tricity requires more than two pounds of rare earth elements. An onshore wind development requires up to 
nine times more mineral resources than a fossil fuel-powered plant.  

To put it simply, nothing comes for free. Not renewable energy, not nuclear energy, not fossil fuels. It has 
to come from somewhere.  

The critical minerals that power renewable technologies – from electric vehicle batteries to wind turbines, 
to solar photo photovoltaic cells – are currently mined in very few places. According to the IEA three-
quarters of these indispensable materials are coming from just three places in the world: South Africa, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and China.  
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When factoring in processing and refining, China’s monopoly of the 
minerals global market becomes alarmingly stark. They process more 
than 60 percent of the world’s lithium and nickel, over 70 percent of 
cobalt, and as high as 90 percent of REEs.  

Russia’s hold on uranium is just as concerning. As the most reliable 
carbon-free domestic energy source, nuclear power has the potential 
to play a hefty role in a decarbonized future. In a recent hearing on 
domestic critical mineral supply chains, the President of the Uranium 
Producers of America testified that “U.S. nuclear utilities purchase 
nearly half of the uranium they consume from state-owned entities 
(SEO) in Russia, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan.” More than $1 billion 
is spent on nuclear fuel that goes through the Russian State Atomic 
Energy Corporation. 

Despite our country’s abundant natural resources, there is only one 
active site mining rare earth minerals in the United States and almost 
no uranium production. This is not because of a lack of resources, but 
a lack of supply chain capacity and ability to convert these raw re-
sources to functional commodities. There should be absolutely no 
reason for this blind dependency on China and Russia when we have 
the resources and capabilities to mine both critical minerals and ura-
nium on American and Wyoming soil, and to partner with like-
minded allies who also have plentiful resources. 

While we are already dangerously behind our adversaries in this high
-stakes game, domestic energy leaders, like the State of Wyoming, sit 
poised and ready to lead this charge. Wyoming is home to one of the 
highest-grade rare earth deposits in North America. We need addi-
tional investment, development, and federal support to move the nee-
dle from potential to delivered commodities. The School of Energy 
Resources at the University of Wyoming is currently studying the 
potential of REEs found in coal ash from the Powder River Basin.  

The same holds with uranium. Wyoming has an estimated 250 mil-
lion pounds in uranium reserves and has been the leading producer in 
the United States since 1995. With a new generation of advanced nu-
clear reactors being deployed – including one in Kemmerer, Wyo-
ming – that require High-Assay Low-Enriched Uranium (HALEU), a 
higher enriched uranium than what the United States currently pro-
duces, we must invest now in the infrastructure to ensure that the ad-
vanced reactor fuel cycle can be domestic. As we grapple with the 
twin-headed monster of energy security and climate change, we must 
be strategic. Winston Churchill said, “When you destroy a free mar-
ket, you create a black market.” Let us be honest and learn from our 
mistakes with domestic oil and gas production and move expeditious-
ly to secure critical mineral and uranium mining, processing, and re-
fining on our own shores. There will be no clean energy revolution 
without it. Wyoming’s energy producers are ready. President Biden, 
are you? 

 

 

2 



3 

 

 

Have you considered battery-operated outdoor 
power equipment?  Ditch the cords and save this 

year when you upgrade your lawn equipment.  
  

 

REBATES AVAILABLE FOR BATTERY  
OPERATED OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT 

 
 

• 25% rebate up to $300 per account. 
• Valid on local or on-line purchases. 
• Submit request within 90 days. 
• Call for more information at 322-2125. 

MARATHON OWNERS 
PLEASE READ! 

RHEEM/MARATHON WARRANTY (CLIFF NOTES) 
 

Residential Application: Lifetime 
limited warranty on tank and 6 years 
on parts. 
*Commercial Application: 5-year limited 
tank warranty and 1-year on parts.† 
*Warranty is provided to original  
customer in a residential application after 
online product registration is complete. 
*Registration must be completed within 
90 days of installation. (See Warranty Cer-
tificate for complete information.) 
*Units meet or exceed ANSI  
requirements and have been tested  
according to D.O.E. procedures. 
*Units meet or exceed the energy  
efficiency requirements of NAECA, 
ASHRAE standard 90, ICC Code and all 
state energy efficiency performance  
criteria. 
*If you purchased a home with a Mara-
thon water heater installed, the “lifetime 
tank warranty” only applies to the  
original purchaser. 
*If you are the original homeowner and  
purchased a new Marathon, but forgot to  
register it (registration card is with the 
owner’s manual), the warranty is void. 

 If you have questions, please call the 
office and ask for Becky or Al.   

Marathon water heaters are simply the best on 
the market.  Here are a few reasons….. 
• They boast polybutylene tanks that are         

impervious to rust caused by our hard water. 
• They have 4” of Envirofoam insulation which 

means savings for you because of lower heat 
loss.   

• We have 40 & 50 gallon models in stock.  



Chugwater’s 36th Annual  

Chili Cookoff & Roundup 
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GOOD LUCK! 
 

 TO ALL FFA AND 4-H PARTICIPANTS 

AT THIS YEAR’S COUNTY FAIR!  

Platte County  
Fair 2022 

July 29th-August 6th 
 

For more information: 
 

https://plattecountyfair.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Goshen County 

Fair 2022 
July 28th-August 6th 

 

For more information: 
 

https://goshencounty.org   
 

Wyoming State Fair 2022 
August 16th-20th 

 
 

Come see us in Douglas... 
 

• FREE ice cold water.   
 

• Electric safety education all week.   
 

• Wednesday the 17th there will be a  
special Military Appreciation Day.  Free  
admission with proof of military service.  There 
will be a special presentation including the 
mounted cavalry and a fly over before the rodeo.  
Come to our booth (#28) and we will have some 
rodeo tickets we will be giving out to those with 
proof of military service on a first come basis. 

Albany County  
Fair 2022 

July 26th-August 6th  
 

For more information: 
 

https://albanycountyfair.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laramie County 
Fair 2022 

August 3rd-13th 
 

For more information: 
 

https://laramiecountyevents.com/fair 

 

www.wheatlandrea.com 


